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things, controlled as it is by those interested in that continuance, is generally employed in watching or molesting perfectly harmless individuals while the real plot matures unsuspected.
Men's actions, as we all know, are governed less by the written law than by a code of morality based on principles not easy to explain, for it considers some things allowable that the law condemns, while forbidding others that the law allows. Smuggling, for instance, most of us regard as a permissible crime, if I may be allowed the paradoxical expression. We sympathize with our friends when they are caught committing it ; and we are not the least ashamed when we get caught doing so ourselves.
The Turks regard the giving and taking of bribes in this way. Except in the way that the mere acceptance of a bribe usually involves a pledge of secrecy, the Turk is not in the least concerned to conceal the fact that he has taken one. The same applies to other forms of corruption, " commissions " on appointments, misappropriation of funds designed for public works, and so on, which exist, of course, in Western countries also, but with this essential difference. The European is ashamed of them, and the Turk is not.
Some may consider, and perhaps rightly, that in the matter of bribery the principal obloquy should fall on the person who offers the bribe rather than on him who takes it. Any one who feels inclined to blame those who, having real business in Turkey, facilitate it in this manner, may do so ; but let him first travel through Europe without giving tips.
A certain improvement has taken place recently. Since the constitution has been established corruption, though it has continued to exist, has been far less flagrant than formerly. Many high-minded Turks have forsworn the practice ; increased salaries, regularly paid, have made it possible for them to do so without hardship. In Abdul Hamid's day it often happened that the governor of a province was expected to pay his own salary by selling the subordinate offices.
The value of experiences to one's self and their interest to others depends on a proper understanding of first